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The  Military  and  Naval  Resources 
Secrets  Protection  law  (law  No.  25, 

March  24,  1939,  Enforced  by  Imperial 
Ordinance  No.  412,  1939,  as  from 
June  26,  idem.) 

We  hereby  give  Our  sanction  to  the  Military  and  Naval 
Resources  Secrets  Protection  law  that  has  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  Imperial  Diet  end  cause  the  said  Taw  to  be  promulgated. 

The  Military  Resources  Secrets  Protection  Law. 

Art.  1.  The  object  of  the  present  lav;  is  to  prevent  the 
leakage  of  the  items  of  information  that  must  be  kept  secret 
from  foreign  countries  concerning  man-pcv.er  and  material  re¬ 
sources  for  military  and  naval  uses,  (including  those  intended 
for  military  end  naval  uses,  which  applies  hereinafter  as  well) 
to  the  end  of  achievement  of  defence  objectives. 

Art.  2.  The  military  and  naval  resources  secrets  concerning 
the  following  shall  be  specified  by  order  by  the  Minister  of  War 
or  the  Minister  of  the  Navy  (or,  in  the  case  where  the  matters 
fall  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Government  offices,  by  the  com¬ 
petent  Ministers  in  accordance  with  the  Imperial  Ordinances 
concerned);  nrovided,  however,  that,  in  the  cose  of  mattors 
the  public  announcement  of  which  cannot  properly  bo  done',  their 
specification  shall  be  effected  by  notification  to  a  person  or 
persons  in  charge  of  such  matters  or  documentary  or  pictorial 
articles  or  to  a  person  or  persons  who  may  be  regordod  as  being 
in  charge  thereof:  — 

1.  The  amounts  of  production  of  important  materials  for 
military  or  naval  use  in  the  whole  country  (including  the 
Muontung  province  and  the  South  Seas  islands,  which  applies 
hereinafter  as  well)  or  in  a  district  or  districts  of  the 
country,  the  producing  capacity,  the  classified  numbers 
(including  the  numerical  rotio,  which  applies  hereinafter  os 
well  )  of  facilities  which  serve  to  help  Judgment  of  the  pro¬ 
ducing  capacitv,  end  the  production  plans  decided  by  the 
Governmentary  or  pictorial  articles  illustrating  such  plans. 

2.  The  outputs  of  arms  from  factories  and  works  engaged  in 
the  production  of  arms  or  from  those  convertible  into  such 
factories  and  works,  the  producing  capacity,  the  classified 
numbers  of  important  facilities  which  serve  to  help  Judgment 
of  the  producing  capacity,  the  total  numbers  including  the 
numerical  ratio  serving  to  help  judgment  of  the  producing 
capacity,  the  total  numbers  (including  the  numerical  ratio 
serving  to  help  Judgment  of  such  numbers,  which  applies  here¬ 
inafter  as  well)  or  classified  numbers  of  workers  who  belong 
to  such  facilities  os  well  os  the  documentary  or  pictorial 
articles  illustrating  such  numbers. 
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3.  Tho  outputs  of  important  materials  for  military  or  naval 
use  other  than  arms  fr^n  factories  and  works  engaged  in  tho 
production  of  such  materials  or  from  thoss  convertible  into 
such  factories  and  works,  the  producing  oapacity,  tho  classi¬ 
fied  numbers  of  important  fecilities  which  serve  to  help 
Judgment  of  the  producing  capecity,  the  total  end  classified 
numbers  of  workers  belonging  to  such  fecilities  and  the 
production  pirns  decided  by  th"  Government  as  well  os  the 
documentary  ond  pictorial  articles  illustroting  such  plans. 

4.  mhe  amounts  of  stores  of  important  materials  for  military 
or  novel  use  and  tho  capacity  of  storing  such  met  crisis  in 

the  whole  country  or  in  o  district  or  districts  of  the  country, 
the  amounts  of  stored  materials  in  important  depots  ,-.nd  their 
storin'?  capacities  which  serve  to  heir  Judgment  of  the  above- 
mentioned  amounts  ond  capacity,  ond  the  lovorment's  plans 
concerning  tho  storing  of*  such  materials  as  well  os  the 
documentary  or  pictorial!  articles  illustrative  of  suoh  plans. 

5.  '’’he  amounts  of  important  materials  for  military  or  novel 
use  made  to  be  stored  by  the  Government,  the  storing  cepoci- 
t io s  of  depots  containin'*  such  metsrirls  made  to  be  stored 

by  the  Government,  and  the  Government’s  storing  plans  concern¬ 
ing  such  materials  ordered  to  be  stored  as  well  os  the 
documentary  or  Pictorial  articles  illustrative  of  such  plans. 

6.  '’’he  import  amounts  of  important  materials  for  military 

or  naval  use  in  the  whole  country,  in  o  district  or  districts 
of  the  country,  or  at  principal  ports,  and  the  importing  plans 
decided  by  the  Government  as  veil  os  the  documentary  or 
pictorial  articles  illustretiv ?  of  such  plons  . 

7.  The  total  or  classified  numbers  of  speciel  technicians 
end  other  important  man-power  resources  for  military  or 
navel  use  in  the  whole  country  or  in  a  district  or  districts 
of  the  country,  and  the  documentary  or  pictorial  articles 
illustrative  of  such  numbers. 

8.  The  aggregate  or  classified  numbers  of  aircraft, 
nutomobilos  or  horsos  in  the  whole  country  or  in  e  district 
or  districts  of  the  country,  end  the  documentary  or  pictorial 
orticles  illustrative  of  such  numbers. 

9.  The  transportation  capacity  of  principal  railways  for 
military  or  naval  use  and  transportation  statistics  serving 
to  help  Judgment  of  such  capacity,  and  th 3  documentary  or 
pictorial  articles  illustrating  such  capacity  ond  statistics, 
as  well  os  important  records  end  illustrative  tobies  concern¬ 
in'*  the  orircip?!  reilwey  fecilities  and  rolling-stock  for 
military  or  nav^l  use  and  the  contents  of  such  records  and 
tables. 


■  '  ■' 


<a  **»*#^4 


-  ' 


*-  • 


T10CUNFNT  7120 


Page  3 


10.  The  important  records  end  illustrative  teblas  concerning 
the  principal  airfields  for  military  or  naval  use  or  the 
facilities  attcohod  thereto  as  well  as  the  contents  of  such 
records  and  tables. 

11.  Important  records  end  ill  istrctive  tables  concerning 
the  special  equipments  of  ships  and  vessels  for  military 
or  naval  US3  and  the  contents  of  such  rscords  and  tobies. 

12.  Important  communications  and  liaison  systems  for  military 
or  naval  uss  and  their  communication  capacities,  the  documen¬ 
tary  or  piotorial  articles  illustratin'*  such  systems  and 
capacities,  ns  w^ll  as  the  principal  communication  equipments 
for  military  or  navpl  use,  or  th«  communication  capacity  of 
such  equipments  or  the  important  records  ond  illustrative 
tnblss  concerning  such  liaison  systems  and  their  contents. 

13.  The  items  of  information  and  the  documentary  or  pictorial 
articles  concerning  important  tests  and  researches  conducted 
bv  order  or  request  of  the  Vinister  of  War  or  the  Minister  of 
the  Navy  or  concerning  inventions  and  designs  strategically 
requiring  secrecy,  as  well  ns  tha  r eluted  documentary  or 
pictorial  erticles. 

14.  Important  items  of  meteorological  inf oroet ion  strategi¬ 
cally  requiring  secrecy  ond  the  reletivo  documentary  or  pictorial 
articles . 

15.  Facilities  and  equipments  specially  requiring  secrecy  os 

under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  items  2  to  5 »  9  to  12, 

inclusive,  and  those  for  tests  and  researches  cs  under  item 

13,  as  v/ell  as  tha  structures  end  functions  of  such  facilities 

and  equipments  and  the  documantcry  ond  pictoricl  erticles 

illustrating  them. 

*  • 

Art.  3.  "/hen  the  necessity  of  protecting  any  military  or 
naval  resources  secrets  as  such  ceases  to  exist,  such  secrets 
shall  be  released  from  the  specification. 

The  provisions  of  the  preceding  Article  shall  apply  v.ith 
necessary  modifications  in  the  case  of  release  as  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  In  the  preceding  paragraph. 

In  tha  cose  whore,  e  nublic  announc3mont  has  been  mcd3  by  the 
Government  cone  amine:  military  or  nsvol  resources  secrets,  only 
the  pert  nr  oarts  contained  therein,  in  occordanc  ?  with  the 
Imperial  Ordinance  concerned,  shell  be  r-:«*ard:d  os  having  been 
released  from  thi  specification. 

Art.  4.  '"he  Minister  of  ’/er  or  the  Minister  of  the  Navy 
mav  mcko  special  narks  attached  to  the  documentary  or  pictorial 
articles  belonging  to  military  or  naval  resources  secrets  in 
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accordance  with  tho  Imperial  Ordinance  concerned. 

Art.  5.  The  Minister  of  Ucr  or  the  Minister  of  the  Navy 
m«y,  when  necessary  for  the  protection  of  facilities  or  equipments 
belonging  to  military  or  naval  r° sources  secrets  ea  under  the 
provisions  of  Art.  2,  pare.  15  >  or  dir  any  person  or  persons  in 
charge  of  such  facilities  or  equipments  or  any  person  or  persons 
who  may  be  regarded  as  being  in  charge  of  them  to  screen  them 
off  from  pub!  io  view  or  to  talcs  snv  other  steps  necessary  to 
the  same  end  . 

Art.  6.  The  prohibition  or  restriction  of  entrance  or 
surveying,  photograph-talcing,  copying,  facsimile-making,  sketching, 
or  the  copy-taking  or  reproduction  of  tho  products  of  such  sets 
concernin'?  facilities  or  equipments  belonging  to  military  or 
navel  resources  secrets,  under  Art.  2,  Drr&.  15,  when  necessary 
for  their  protection,  raav  be  ordared  by  the  Minister  of  War  or 
the  Minister  of  phe  Navy  (or,  in  the  cose  of  such  facilities  or 
equipments  conin«  under  the  .j’lrisd lotion  of  Government  offices, 
by  the  competent  Minister  or  Ministers). 

Art.  7.  The  'lovernmant  rarv,  when  particularly  necessary 
for  tho  protection  of  military  or  nrvnl  resources  socrets  protect¬ 
ion,  restrict  th3  inspection  of  registers  containing  records  of 
military  or  navel  resources  secrets  or  the  dalivary  of  full  or 
part  copies  of  such  registers  in  accordance  with  the  Imperial 
Ordinanoa  concerned. 

Art.  8.  The  Government  may,  when  particularly  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  military  or  ncva.l  resources  secrets  as 
under  the  provisions  of  Art.  2,  pare.  2,  item  2  or  15,  prohibit 
or  restrict  the  filing  of  applications,  requests,  reports,  de¬ 
clarations,  etc.,  ns  bused  on  regulations  und3r  the  Imperial 
Ordinance  concerned,  or  the  disclosure  or  delivery  of  military 
or  naval  resources  secrets  in  response  to  searches,  inspections, 
inquiries,  etc. 

Art.  9.  Concern  in  «r  items  of  order  to  be  given  as  under  the 
provisions  of  Art.  5,  the  Minister  of  War  or  the  Minister  of  the 
Nevy  may  order  the  administrators  of  the  facilities  or  equipments 
concerned,  or  other  persons  who  may  bo  regarded  as  such,  to  r3ndar 
reports  or  cruse  competent  officers  to  enter  and  inspect  prsmlses 
nscsssnry  or  to  put  questions  to  persons  concerned. 

Art.  10.  The  Government  shall  make  compensation  for  the 
losses,  if  any,  caused  by  orders  an  provided  for  in  Art.  5, 
in  aocordenca  with  the  Imperial  Ordinance  concerned. 

Any  person  who  is  dissatisfied  with  the  amount  of  indemnity 
as  provided  for  under  the  provisions  of  tho  pr seeding  paragraph 
may  file  a  suit  with  sn  ordinary  Court  of  Justice  within  e  period 
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of  three  months  from  receipt  of  the  notice  of  such  amount 


Art*  11.  Any  person  who  has  spied  or  collected  military  or 
novel  resources  secrets  with  th"  objective  of  revealing  such 
seersts  to  my  foreign  country  or  countries  or  to  eny  person  or 
persons  acting  on  behalf  of  eny  foreign  country  or  countries  or 
to  publish  such  secrets  shall  be  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for 
a  period  not  exceeding  ten  veers. 

Art.  12.  Any  person  who,  after  acquiring  knowledge  or 
coming  into  possession  of  military  or  naval  resources  secrets 
in  the  courso  of  his  or  her  employment,  has  revealed  such  sedrets 
to  any  foreign  country  or  countries  or  to  any  person  or  persons 
acting  on  bshelf  of  any  foreign  country  or  countries  or  published 
them  shall  bo  sentenced  to  a  tarminnble  penal  servitude  of  not 
less  than  one  year . 

V 

In  the  case  where  any  person,  after  ccouiring  knowledge 
or  coming  into  possession  of  military  or  navel  resourcas  secrets 
with  the  objective  of  revealing  such  seorets  to  eny  foreign 
country  or  countries  or  to  any  person  or  persons  acting  on  behalf 
of  any  foreign  country  or  countries,  has  revealed  the  said  secrets 
to  nny  foreign  country  or  countries  or  to  any  person  or  persons 
acting  on  behalf  of  any  foreign  country  or  countries,  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  preceding  paragraph  shall  apply. 

Any  person  who,  after  acquiring  knowledge  or  coming  into 
possession  of  military  or  naval  resources  secrets  through  eny 
cause  other  than  the  causes  rrferre-d  to  in  the  preceding  two 
paragraphs,  las  revealed  such  secrets  to  any  foreign  country  or 
countries  or  to  any  person  or  persons  acting  on  behalf  of  any 
foreign  country  or  countries  or  published  such  secrets  shall  be 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Art.  13.  Any  person  who,  after  acquiring  knowledge  or  ooming 
into  possession  of  military  or  naval  resources  secrets  in  the 
course  of  his  or  her  employment,  has  revealed  such  secrets  to  eny 
foreign  national  or  nationals  shr1!  be  sentenced  to  penal  servi- 
tuds  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two  years  or  to  a  penalty  of  not 
la 88  than  two  thousand  y3n. 

Any  person  who,  after  acquiring  knowledge  or  coming  into 
possession  of  military  or  naval  resources  secrets  through  any 
cause  other  than  the  cause  referred  to  in  the  preceding  para¬ 
graph,  has  revealed  suoh  secrets  to  any  foreign  national  or 
nation/0 Snail  be  sontencad  to  penal  servitude  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  one  year  or  to  a  penelty  of  not  more  thnn  on3 
thousand  yen. 

Art.  14.  Any  parson  who,  after  acquiring  knowledge  or  coming 
into  possession  of  military  or  naval  resources  seorets  as  speci¬ 
fied  under  Art.  2,  item  2  or  15,  shall  be  sentenced  to  penal  ser¬ 
vitude  for  e  poriod  not  exceeding  six  months  or  to  a  penalty  of 
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not  more  then  five  hundred  y3n. 

Art.  15.  Any  person  who  has  organized  cny  association  or 
associations  with  the  object  of  s  eying,  collecting  or  revealing 
military  or  navel  resources  secrets  for  the  purpose  of  revealing 
such  secrets  to  any  foreign  co  uitry  or  countries  or  to  any  person 
or  versons  acting  on  behalf  of  any  foreign  country  or  countries, 
or  has  been  en^ged  in  the  guidance  of  such  association  or 
ossocietions  shell  be  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  five  years. 

Any  person  who  has  joined  any  association  or  associations 
as  referred  to  in  the.  preceding  paragraph  after  being  acquainted 
with  the  oblsctive  of  such  association  or  associations  shall  be 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  •*>  period  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Art.  16.  Any  person  who  has  committed  any  cct  or  acts 
prohibited  or  restricted  under  the  provisions  of  Art.  6  sholl  bo 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  p  period  not  exceeding  six  months 
or  to  a  penalty  of  not  more  than  five  hundred  yen. 

Art.  17.  Any  person  who  has  octed  in  contravention  of 
orders  as  under  the  provisions  of  Art.  5  shrll  be  sentencad  to  a 
penr.lt y  of  not  more  than  throe  thousand  yen. 

Art.  18.  Any  person  who  has  contravened  the  restriction  os 
undar  the  provisions  of  Art.  7  or  has  refused,  prevented  or 
evaded  the  eccess  or  inspection  as  provided  for  under  Art.  9, 
has  refused  to  reply  to  questions  put,  or  has  nc.de  any  false 
statement,  shall  be  sentencad  to  a  penalty  of  not  noro  than  five 
hundred  yan. 

In  the  cas3  whers  any  person  has  neglected  to  render  e  report 
or  reports  as  provided  for  under  Art.  9  or  has  rendered  a  false 
report  or  reports,  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  paragraph  shall 
apply. 

Art.  19.  Any  attempted  offence  as  under  the  provisions  of 
Arts.  11  and  12  shall  be  punished. 

Art.  20.  Any  person  who,  after  committing  an  offence  or 
offences  os  under  Art.  11,  15  or  19,  has  surrendered  himself  or 
herself  voluntarily  before  being  discovered  by  the  authorities 
concerned,  shall  have  his  or  her  punishment  alleviated  or  be 
exempted  from  punishment. 

Art.  21.  Any  person  who  has  ber-n  ordered  to  adopt  protective 
measures  es  under  the  provisions  of  Art.  5»  in  the  ccs3  vhcro,  in 
connection  with  his  or  hor  employment,  his  or  her  agent  or  agents, 
familv  head,  fenilv  members,  lodgers,  employees  or  other  workers 
has  committed  anv  set  or  acts  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of 
Art.  17  or  Art.  18,  para.  2,  shall  not  be  exempted  from  punishment 
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beoeusa  of  such  act  or  pets  having  bean  committed  not  under  his  or 
hsr  own  direction. 

Art.  22.  The  panel  provisions  under  Art.  17  end  Art.  18, 
pern.  2,  shall  apply,  in  the  case  wh  re  the  offender  is  e  legal 
person,  to  its  general  manager,  d  '  rcctnr  or  other  executive  officer, 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  offender  being  o  person  or  persons  under 
age  or  quasi-inconoetent ,  to  the  logoi  agent  or  agents  of  such 
person  or  persons;  excepting,  however,  the  cose  wtero  such  person 
or  parsons  under  psre  n*y  be  regarded  os  having  the  seas  competency 
as  pn  adult  person  or  persons  in  regard  to  the  conducting  of 
business . 

Art.  23.  Th3  penal  provisions  of  the  present  law  shall  apply 
to  any  person  who  has  committed  an  offence  Irrespective  of  his 
or  her  personal  status  and  to  the  cas3  of  such  offence  being  commit¬ 
ted  outside  the  area  in  which  the  present  lev;  operates  as  well  as 
within  such  area. 

Art.  2A.  Military  or  Maval  resources  secrets  may  be  explained 
or  delivered  to  other  persons  or  published  when  permission  has 
been  obtained  from  the  ^overnn-nt  as  in  accordance  v.ith  the  Imperial 
Ordinance  concerned. 

Art. 25.  Concerning  the  protection  of  secrets  of  military 
or  naval  resources  that  ere  undver  the  .Jurisdiction  of  any  ^overnmont 
offices  and  the  marking  of  such  resources,  measures  shall  be  adopted 
es  in  accordance  with  the  Imperial  Ordinance  concerned. 

Art.  26.  In  I'orea,  Formosa  or  Ksrafuto,  the  authority  of  the 
competent  Minister  or  Ministers,  as  provided  for  under  the  present 
lew,  shell  bo  exercised  by  Government  offices  es  specified  in  the 
Imperial  Ordinance  concerned. 

A  n  n  6  x. 

The  date  of  enforcement  of  the  present  Jaw  shall  be  fix3d  by 
Imperial  Ordinance. 
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